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on them. If corrections are needed, the 1nstrustcf asks far
rewrite. In the controlled compositicn ccngcnent of the cougs
students copy a nodel’ campaslt;gn or rewrite it according to
_lnstructlcns; This exercise provides students with practice in the
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e 0 RO Aﬁcentuate thé pos1t1ve, I
e O I .
i E11m1nate the negat1ve, o L
: - - S o =
R Latch on to, the afF1rmat1ve - I -
o S . ’ S R
o T Don't mess w1th Mr. In sBetween, : w; o e
F“‘ I = ; ; - ’ AR a
g ~The wcrds of th15 ‘01d song make a g@gd theme For bas1c wr1t1ng,
ot where the emphas1s must be on the p051t1ve if we are ta ach1eve any

/
sucgess at a11 Students come 1nto these cnurses knDWing,w1thGut a

'doubt that they can t W t They knnw it betause they ve been told 1t

F

S 5ifrepeated1y3 the last time’ be1ng when “théy. were put 1nto your Ccuﬁse*"'i

/
"baneahead" English, remed1ai wr1t1ng, or whatever other st1gmat1c

appellation it' s been given. These students talk fam11iar1y about

- their errorsi' "1 seé now where 1. made my mistékesgﬁf"l'm always getting
- ‘ b , s ) 5” o
my letters turned around,” "I can never keep those two words straight."

/

/
7

It seems almost in vain that we talk to them not about mistakes, but

about apprapriaieness,?af the level of usage, and that for the most ’

i*pawt their writing is correct Eng1fshfusage. These are students who

need a 1ot of accentuat1ng of the st1t1ve, and th1s can be done onTy

if we tryg as much as pGSSTDTE— to eliminate the negat1ve5 in their

- =

writing experiences. = B C
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F Dur baa1t wr1t1nq CQursas at: I111naia Stata Ua1vaw51ty ara taught

ta cn1Taga Fraséﬁan wha do nat scara h1gh anaugh_an antranca axamanat1ans

-that doaa nat count’ tawards graduat1an My th%nkxng whan I F1Pat ataftaﬂ

\“taaah1ng tha aauraa waa that the non- grading waf unfa1r ta tha studantaiL?

¥, ' LT

\wha war% adv1sad 1nto tha caursa, since thay hava ‘to put many haura and ﬁ9
f qu1te a bit: af effart 1nta anding up w1th jUSt a “crad1t“ at tha and a? |
L'tha a1gﬁtaan waaks 1 wou1d rat1ana]12e ﬂt to my stud%nta by ta111ng_

tham that tha cauraa wod1d prapara tham For fraahman cDmpGSTt]DﬁrwﬁEFe

Ehay wauid gat a. grada and 1t w0u1d ba a battar one. I daﬂ“t knaw ;ffi 3

hooa o ;
. what they thaught oF thaﬁ thay probab]y saw thraugh qt. ‘Jﬂff :"}:ff‘, 5

Eh PRI

Hawavar, my - th1nk1ng haa STHEE changad I saa tha maa'qvad1ng as i

& *

a banafit I doa t naad t&'warry abaut try1ng:ta taach avaryth1ng at
ixancas—as we da in most: campoaﬁf1an ﬁfaaaaa—-1ﬂ Drdar ta @fing abaut ' Lo

aattar wr1t1ng And Ry studanta need only reach the C 1ava1 Thay

= i
=

dan t have.to be Cancarnad that thay re not mak1ng Als, bacausa there

is na such th1ng in th1s z]ass You may ba th1nk1ng that . tha ﬁat1vatlan
s nDt thare a1thar and for some m1sp1acad atudants it's not, ﬁggzaipr | f*
studants wha nead to take a caurae in baa1c wr1t1ng, it takes mat1vat1an

| Just to kaaé tha1r %;kk at tha C 1ava1 So freedom from letter-.grades
) has thasa advantages I have-all aameatar to teach what I th?nk naeda_i
to be caverad and we hava a1;nznatad one of the negatives--low grades.
My course in baa1c Qr1t1'§ cana1ata af the Fa1low1ng campanants '

1) WEak1y 1n§§1aas avagpna] paragraqh wr1t1ng, with a model,




Egéiﬁminaﬁiné the Négatiwes'kﬁ'EaSic Writing. .
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2) Coﬂtro11ed CompDSliTQn, at ]east once a week

!3 éij?urnai wr1t1ng, three to faur éntrles per weg,f

\;4)v Erammar 1n5tructlﬂn

EEY
=1

It 5, nw Tntent to talk in depth ab@ut the f1r5t tw , or1gina1 and

,cantrai1ed wr1t1ng, but I d 11ke to ment1aﬂ thegﬁe:aﬂd two just br1eF1y.

. The JGUFnal wr1t1ng is nat graded but I/dg take up the journals ¥

 'anc§ a week and Pead them while the Llass i déiﬁg their in-class

WFTt1ﬁg, and 1 make comments on them My cammenté are not of the

\

\ carrac i e type but mﬂFe;fn the nature of chatty FED?TES ta the c@ntent

@F thﬂ pj I d@n t mark: any EFTDFS uh1e§§ a; student asks me- to. EIl_ -

ﬁ f1nd that fhe Jaurna15 are a key factow 1n estab11shﬁna rappgrt ﬁetween

me aﬁd the students Frequentiy as. ‘Tfy TEaVE cTass on Fr1day the Flrst '
a

thiﬂgf;%e dm is ta npen the1r johrn

_ PR S ;
@%amjar~instructian I do, 'hat'becaufé studies show it imprcves

ta thE1r ntr1es
\

P

- camp357t1on, but because writers ﬂeed to know what a sentence 1aak&

¢

!1&@, and how it ‘goes together /%hey don't need tn knaw the names Gf

611 the parts DF épeechs—sgmeba,y has aTready tr1ed unsucgessfu11y ta

|

==

4 up of subge

s t@ see what Piﬂd Gf Pep]y I made

B \'

ts and verbs and prepﬁs1t1ana1 phhases, and SBmetimeg DthEF ‘

é\au535§-§¥l5 a -few ﬂther th1ngs They need to know that sofne @F our ~"

QEA

L N
mDEt cammaﬁfvérbs have 1rregu1ar partsg but they dﬂn t need to sett1e
1n~thezr minds once and for aT1 how to te11 Tie fﬁam xgl.%gdhat they

need te know \is that they can F1nd these 1rregu1ar venb fbrms 1n the _"

#Ho.s

dT:tiﬂnary;

N

R

teach them Enyway—abut wr1ters da need to knaw that sentenges are made ot

B
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For grammar instruction.l use the mastery learning method. After
'eéch_émai1 unit, say identification of subjects and verbs, I haye a
. short tggt" If a student achieves 85’perceht maétery!sfar example, no
more than three wrong in 20-~the unit is cnnsidéred.comQTEtgd_andethe
" next éﬁé is begun, If a student does nqtlachieve mastery, we gaéavef
 the mateiié1 agé{n‘jn t@nfereﬁce, éﬁd when the studentAis ready I re-
. test. Siﬁcé the units aFefsma11,_mastéry ié‘genEra11y achieved at this
- point if nat earlier. There aréﬁﬁo Fa11ures—-anather negat1ve'e11m1=;
nated. NDPang w1th1n the cnntext QF a non- graded course makes the
; mastery methcd poss1b1e

Integral to my method of grading CDmpDSTtTDnS is the tutorial

conference, which igja major component -of ‘the bas1§ wr1t1ng classes as
taught undar the H1gh Potential Students Program at I.S.U. Built into
Dur caurse & a hanshaur week1y conference with all of our students.
You're thinking that s either a staggering teaching 1Dad or else we
dan t have very maﬂy students ‘Well, actually both are true Dur1ng
thé’reguiar semester we teach three classes of fifteen studgnts each.
Thevc1asées are samé combipation of Freshman comp=and basic wr1tjng,.
but 811 jgzzg F1ve students are tutared by us, their teachers. Durfné
our first semester under this load, we faund toward the end that we were
‘gett%ng 51ck t1red, and barely dragg1ng Durse1ves 1nto the fo1ce in
the marﬂ1ng, There NESﬁ't enough time for c]ass,preparat1on ”ar1ous
adm1ﬁ15trat1ve duties that we all have and reading all the papers we
assigned. But I've S1ﬂcE found that after the first week or two I don''t

need to see my.stud,ntg every week . Every. two weeks is just as efFec-

tive_ e




‘up with is not raadingttha_paparaéénot ﬁntii tha studaﬁtsvcama in for
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“Next to that discovery, the giggast time-saving device I've come

#

conference, that <is. Then we raaﬁsthem together. I use this method -

-

of grading for both basic writing and freshman cbga lssays.f In basic
. T B . =, ) w. .
oup a page in length,

4

writing, these papers are aaragfaphag gaﬁara11y a

&

_wr1ttan on an assigned topic "and after a deaI paragraph The thought

k.
“and cantant are original, but the paragraph atructura is patterned

topic sentence, discussion, and tgﬁc]udlng sentence.
: £

When the student comes in for tutorial conference, I get out the

paper, which I haven't yet read, and ask him-or har»tq-réad it aloud:

This gives the student a chance to takg‘a fresh 1éak ?t the .work, making

~any changes daairéd, and it éivas me the apportunity:tc think about

content-structure, dava1apmant, cont1nu1ty, and the pa1nt it makassa:
,"

’w1thaut the d1stract1on§gat misspelled words or comma sp11ca5 Then I

shara my judgments with tha studant 'Thara‘ts-aiways aamathing positive

. that can be said about the cantent It there is a waakﬂasa, say in

? N

as we go thraugh tha'papar ‘together bcw the wr1tjngraauld have been
strengthened. | S N |

Than we. start back at tha bag1nn1ng, raad1ng tha paper tagathar
I telT the student, "Now that we -know what it saysa 1at s see th it.
10oks on paper.” When we come to an error, I point it-out, axp]aint
why the usage is not tartactr and then try to involve the Studant'in j

f

chang1ng it, either 5uggeat1ng the ccrract fDrm or chna§1ng betwaen

alternatives. Sometimes the usage 15 a quast1on ﬂDt of carractnass but

= [

- of approptjat?iiss. Then I point out that SinCe;WritTﬂg is ‘at a s]1ght]y

f‘
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‘;mare forma] 1eve1 than casua1 speeeh, aﬂDther Fgrm wou1d be bettér
The student usua]]y knaws what the form is ‘and suggests 1t “Fre-
iqééntfﬂ the eﬁ?ﬁr is braught about s1mp1y by the Fact that 1t s.on -
paper, and I remind the student that’ wr1t1ng is d1fferant from speech
that-in 5peeah we don't have to spei], and we punctuate natura11y,
with our ioice Teve1i' 1 ask him or her to 1isten for the dﬁop in véTEé

T s

~at the end of a senténae‘(a period?) anéiat the moderate drops-within |
the Sentences (commas) e, : :E | ' : i.' S 'h.
The explanat10n is" nat fan1proof and may not he]pkpunttuat1@n
very much, but gizTeast the students begin to get the 1dea thaE%there
is same rat1gna11ty behind the matks we spr1nk1e our sentences Jith
and that most Qf t%g time they speak correct Sentences I rem1nd

/
students oF how much they kngw about grammar, that they knew most=QF

1]

it beipre they started scha@1, and that the1r trouble’ SthS are FE1E=
tive1y few and ma1n1y cannected w1th wr1t1ng 1 never attempt to change
or corre¢t the1r sﬁeech I-am the1r’wr1t1ng teacher, and if I can teach
them. to wyite w%11,=they 11. speak we]] too:when theyayant.ta. | ’
N After the student and I have gone over the paper together, I
{usua11y ask for a rewr1te w1tﬁ the suggested changes. I have the :
”Dr1g1na1 returned w1th the revision, and I grade the revision,. ba1anc1ﬁg
\11t5 qua11ty w1th that of the’ Qr1g1na1 . This de1ayed grad1ng,el 'm sure,

Y

' you w1]1 nat1ce gets around the st1gﬁy task Df afF1x1ng a gréde on th§‘

paper 1n t\g student s presence, which is the hardest part af grad1ng
. papers in conference. Usua11y in the first half of the Semester I don' t

7EVen grade’ the papen,gbut by m1d semester the students are gett1ng
L F f g <
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. Ther other kind of writing my basic classes do 4s—eontrolied, = *

or. guided, campogﬁtian!'_This txpé of writiﬁg was drigina11} devised
"as a method of teach%nngng1ish as a féreigﬁ 1anguége -Students are
g1ven a model ccmp051t10n, and théy e1ther copy it exact1y or Fé&r?té

, it aacordﬂnq ta certain 1n5tructicns Students progress 1n graduated

-

steps Frcm 51mple copying to Sentence man1pulat1ons that approach ,

i §entence camb1n1ng with subgrd1nat1an, caord1nat1mn and mgd1F1cat1oni :
They may change a cdmpgs1t1cn wr1tten in pqesent tense, for exjmpTE tof'
.ssmetthg that happened a hundred years aga or. 1nstead of. the "I" -

pran@un they will use "Mr. Brown" or "he." I m sure you can see thes

£

bpéssibilifiés; For the first exanple, ten;e cﬁaﬁge, all Jérbs mﬁstib§~
;.recagn1zed and g1ven the past end1ng In~tﬁé=secénd examplé, third--
person 1nd1cat1ve forns come to the fore nct to mention 1ntens1ve
practice with pFDﬁDunSi; In this type of writing students do not need
to think abaQt what they are.;éyingrbut'Dnly_aDOQt how they are saying
The writing can be begun in c1ass or done entirely Duts1de EF
"c1ass 1 try 10 grade the papers the day they re brought in, which can
be done very eff1c1ent1y if the students are Pequ1red to under11ne eachr
%change thgyhave made « [ the change; have been made correctly, the
 students go on to -the neyt step. IF;not they sta& on the same step,
. 21ther wr1t1ng anather cmmpas1t1@n or rewriting the samelzze__ [ ask
'Fcr at Ieast one Eampos1t1ﬂn per week, ‘but many studénts catch on to
the th1ng and do many moﬁe It S a method of writing 'that can be

error- free It pPQVTdeS practTce on the fcrms that g1ve baSTC wr7t1ng

C
'Y o
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Stud%nﬂs the1r mns%‘trauﬂ1ea and it t@ﬁ@h&i careful DFQOFrgad1ngns' :
Doss1b1y the m@st essential skill of ba§1Q writing, D &3;

There A8 no gradg voTved in ggntrgj1§d WYTtth as I e 1t[ =
The Qampo51t1ags EFé either correct,. and thg gtudénﬁ Qoea oh ﬁo tﬁe . .

" next sgep, or thgy e noi any the Etudént practwées the sgine step aga:n:

s

But it permitg students to Seg that thay re mak1ng ﬂhﬂgvaés 1n Qa1h1ﬁg

G| cammand.aF WF1ttén Tanguage, And because errcrafreé wn1t1ﬂ9 15

atta1nab1e apother ﬂegaﬁﬁve is being. 18S3énéd (RéFeren@es ChFTSﬁﬁﬁa

%lelgg_ag a Secand
%éggggggg Cﬁmbh1d8e, Mass. w1nthrap, 19765 and Linda. Ann Kunz ard

Eratt ?auTstOﬂ aﬂd Mary Newton Brudeh,,Téaﬂhin,

Robert R. V1§€Guﬂt, WP1t§ Re a Ream New York: Teachers Caiiege Phegs,
Caiumbja University, 1973) ‘ | | L
50 this s ﬁh%:way 1 é11m1naté snme of tne negatives gf 5351:
writ1ﬂg In the journals, 1 ﬁhaﬁ with my 5tudents abﬂut suﬁgect métfékf

"In grawmar 1 allow theh to achieve mastery 1n5tead of faiyyre. I
.pavagraph writing .1 do not prasent the students w1th'ah'1ﬁké§a1aﬁﬁéféﬂ'
paper but 1ﬂ5tead c@mp11m&nt tpem on Cﬂhtéﬂt and then w1gh ﬂhem, TQDk
at errbréa " And finaily 1 91ve them the pass1b111g¥ of ervqr Free o
wr1t1hg thTg tﬂey use the very Farms that trouble them iy free camposf
sition, | ' ' |

_ Most of éii I 11k§ my studaﬂfs mbSt of them, and iy the raDPart b
ve ach1§VE in my offjce they kﬂbW it. | |

Y

Donna GQYPETT ,
INMlinois S%?té University - .
Normal, 11%gnois 61761




